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Opening Hymn 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 
 
Opening Acclamation 
 

Priest:  Blessed be God who comes to us in joy. 
People: And whose light no darkness can overcome. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Priest:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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Advent Wreath Lighting                  The Ritthaler Family 
 

Family: We have lit the candles of Hope and Peace. Today we light the candle of Joy. 
Everyone: We rejoice in God’s promise that justice and joy belong together. 
 

Family: We light these candles for Joy. 
Everyone: Spirit of Joy, awaken us. 
 

Family lights the candle. Children go to Children’s Liturgy now. 

 
The First Reading          Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away.  
 

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
The Second Reading                    Magnificat 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; for he has 
looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in 
their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He 
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to 
the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy, The promise he 
made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever. Glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening 
People: Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn (verse 3before the Gospel, verse 4 after) 
  Hymn 66         Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 
 
The Gospel                Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  
People: Glory to you Lord Christ 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those 
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.” 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you Lord Christ 

 
Sermon             The Rev. Susan Geissler-O’Neil 
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The Affirmation of Faith  
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy.  
You create our world and give us life.  
Your purpose overarches everything we do.  
You have always been with us. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.  
You came to us before we came to you.  
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,  
who lived and died and rose again. You are with us now. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Priest: Holy God you are always with us even as we look for your coming, May we be 
ready to serve and eager to pray: 

 

Intercessor:  We pray for the church and its leaders. Teach us your ways and help us walk in 
your paths. Come Lord Jesus, 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor: O God, you govern the nations. We pray for the United States and the world. Let 
your peace be manifest in every corner of the earth. Come Lord Jesus, 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  In your reign God, wolves lie down with lambs. We pray for the sick, the 
suffering, and those in distress  

You may name those needing prayer 
Intercessor:  that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and settle all wrongs. Come 

Lord Jesus, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor: In your reign God, even the wilderness and dry land are glad and rejoice. Protect 
those who rejoice and find strength in you. Come Lord Jesus, 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:   In the fullness of time, O God, you sent your son, God With Us, into the world. 
We thank you for your presence and we pray that you might be always present 
with those whom we love but see no longer. 

You may name the departed 
Intercessor:  Come Lord Jesus, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Clergy:  O Christ, hear our prayers, restore us, and show us the light of your countenance, 
that we might be renewed. Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 

Priest:  The Peace of Christ be always with you 
People: And also with you 

 
Greetings, Milestones and Announcements 

 
Offertory 
 Emmanuel              by Steve Angrisano 

 
Offertory Sentence 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

Priest:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts 
People: We lift them to the Lord 
 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Priest: Holy God, we praise you. We praise you for creatures great and small. We delight 
in the galaxies and particles that you have made. 

People: Thank you for being the creator of all. 
 

Priest: Jesus, we praise you. All that ever was, or ever will be, finds its life in you. You 
came into the chaos of Palestine, and you have entered into the chaos of our own 
day. Help us to mirror your grace, love, and life. 

People: Thank you for being love embodied. 
 

Priest: Holy Spirit, we praise you. You are the life-force of creation. You spoke to us 
through prophets' voices, you filled Mary's child with power, and you are making 
us a sanctuary of love. 

People: Thank you for being our never-failing breath. 
 

For all that you are; all the gifts you have given; and with all the saints past, present and yet to 
come, we praise you singing: 
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Holy God, your endless creation is beyond our imagination. Yet you chose to dwell in Jesus, 
and your breath sustains us today. You are The Creator, The Word and The Spirit and we 
praise you for the privilege of bearing your likeness. 
 

In ages past, you chose Noah and Namaah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Zipporah, David 
and Michal, Jesus and the church, and you choose us. In every generation, you are the keeper 
of promises even when we turn away. You have watched us grow, die, and find new life in you 
and because of your steady love we are turning from darkness to light. 
 

At this table we share bread, wine, and dreams and we return to Jesus’ last night with his 
friends. Through God’s power, we remember his betrayal, suffering and death. At that holy 
table, he offered bread as a living symbol of his commitment to dwell in our world. At that 
table, he took bread and said: "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
 

Likewise, we offer a cup of wine with his words: "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, because of your never-failing salvation: 
 

People: 
We invite Jesus into our lives.  
We celebrate his life beyond death. 
We look for his coming again. 
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Undimmed by time, we praise you for these gifts of creation. This bread and wine is small 
enough to held by hands but contains the universe. May you bless these gifts and fill us with 
life. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the body and blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy sacrament and serve you in constancy and peace.  
 

We thank you for the invitation to live into your promised love. 
We cherish the life you have given us. 
We rejoice in the earth you have placed into our care. 
We love the communities you have called us to serve. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours Almighty God now and forever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we now pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Fraction 
 

Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Communion Hymn 
 Hymn 81                 Lo, How A Rose 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a 
people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and 
continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
Young People’s Time & Blessing 

 
Closing Hymn 
 Sing Out Earth And Skies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
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