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Opening Hymn 
 Gather Us In 
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Opening Acclamation 
 

Priest:  Blessed be our God. 
People: For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Priest:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may 
know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully 
to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The First Reading            Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have  
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall 
go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
The Second Reading            Romans 8:1-11 
 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the  
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening 
People: Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn  (verse 1 before the Gospel, verse 2 after) 
 LEVAS 115                Spirit Of The Living God 

 

 
The Gospel              Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  
People: Glory to you Lord Christ 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the 
parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you Lord Christ 

 
Sermon              The Rev. Susan Geissler-O’Neil 
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The Affirmation of Faith  
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy.  
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do.  
You have always been with us. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.  
You came to us before we came to you.  
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,  
who lived and died and rose again.  
You are with us now. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Priest:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Intercessor:  Grant, Almighty God that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

You may name those needing prayer 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

You may name the departed 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Clergy Prayer 

 
The Peace 
 

Priest:  The Peace of Christ be always with you 
People: And also with you 

 
Greetings, Announcements & Milestones 

 
Offertory 
 Just a Little Talk With Jesus          By Cleavant Derricks 

 
Offertory Sentence 

 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

Priest:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Priest:  
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 
love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our 
voices with all creation as we sing:  
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness 
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your 
love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into 
the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death 
on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
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Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Fraction 
 

Priest:  Alleluia Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia Alleluia. 
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Communion Hymn 
 Seed Scattered And Sown 

 

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Young People’s Time & Blessing 
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Closing Hymn 
 Sing To The Mountains 

 

 
 
Dismissal 
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