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St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
 

July 5, 2026 at 10 am  
 

Independence Day Celebrated 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are loving to everyone, and your compassion is over all your works. 
Ps. 145:9 
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Opening Hymn 
 Hymn 657               Love Divine All Loves Excelling 
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Opening Acclamation 
 

Priest:  Blessed be our God. 
People: For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Priest:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
 

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in 
freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of 
forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The First Reading       Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, 
and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female 
slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was 
old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my 
father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ “I came today to the spring, and said, 
‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am 
going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to 
whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, 
“Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —let her be the woman whom the Lord has 
appointed for my master’s son.’ “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah 
coming out with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said 
to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and 
I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, 
‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to 
him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and 
worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by 
the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will 
deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the 
right hand or to the left.” And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” 
She said, “I will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s 
servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become 
thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then 
Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant 
took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the 
Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 
And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to 
the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is 
my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things 
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that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she 
became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
 

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
The Second Reading            Hebrews 11:8-16 
 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” All of these 
died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak 
in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land 
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 
indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
Sequence Hymn  (verse 1 before the Gospel, verse 2 after) 
 The Summons   
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The Gospel             Matthew 5:43-48 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  
People: Glory to you Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you Lord Christ 

 
Sermon                     Kate Canova 
 
 
The Affirmation of Faith  
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy.  
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do.  
You have always been with us. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.  
You came to us before we came to you.  
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,  
who lived and died and rose again.  
You are with us now. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you. 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

Priest:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Intercessor:  Grant, Almighty God that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

You may name those needing prayer 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor:  We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

You may name the departed 
Intercessor:  Loving One 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Clergy Prayer 

 
The Peace 
 

Priest:  The Peace of Christ be always with you 
People: And also with you 

 
Greetings, Announcements & Milestones 
 
Offertory 
 Lift Every Voice and Sing          J. Rosamond Johnson 

 
Offertory Sentence 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

Priest:  God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Priest:  
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 
love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our 
voices with all creation as we sing:  

 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness 
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your 
love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 
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Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into 
the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death 
on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Fraction 
 

Priest:  Alleluia Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia Alleluia. 
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Communion Hymn 
 Jesus The Bread Of Life 

 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Young People’s Time & Blessing 
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Closing Hymn 
 Hymn 719             America The Beautiful 

 

 
 
Dismissal 
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