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TIDINGS  

As we come to the close this chapter of our stewardship drive in October, I find myself  
thinking about how gratitude fills me quietly as the days get shorter. Stewardship has a way 
of calling us back to what matters: our shared life, our commitment to God’s work, and the 
trust that what we give.  We share our time, hearts, and resources to keep tilling good soil for 
St. Timothy’s and our community. 
 
November always feels like a pivot month. I get very  
disoriented when the time changes and 5:30pm feels like 
10pm.  But even so, the air shifts and the light softens. I 
really love walking home from church after a long day with 
Fall twilight. I am grateful to have to privilege to serve at 
St. Timothy’s. 
 
Gratitude is not a feeling to muster, but a posture to  
practice. It grows as we take stock of the year behind us—
the grace that carried us through, the people who stood by 
us, the glimpses of God’s faithfulness we almost missed in 
the rush of things. 
 
And soon, Advent will arrive expectant with hope. It’s weird to call November 30th the  
beginning of the year, but for the church it is.  Advent is the season that teaches us to wait, to 
breathe, to make room for Christ once more. We move from thanksgiving into anticipation, 
from gratitude into hope. Stewardship, gratitude, Advent—they’re not separate themes but 
one long conversation about belonging and trust. 
 
So as we turn toward November, practice turning your heart to thankfulness. May we carry 
forward the spirit of stewardship, not as an obligation but as a response to God’s abundance. 
And may our waiting in Advent be filled with a sense of holy possibility—that even now, God 
is still doing something new. 
 
Pumpkins, Pets, and Retreats 
Looking back was a full month of goodness. You will see lots of pics inside.  Our pet blessing 
was great and the weather held out.  Diane and Ginger threw quite a party in Grace House, 
while Susan and I had a very productive clergy retreat.   

Volunteering for 

Monte Vista 

Homecoming 

Hungry for… TACOS?! 







LATER  

In this season of changing light and longer shadows we notice the abundance of the harvest 
gathered from fields and orchards. The crisp red apples, orange pumpkins and gourds,  
colorful pears and ruby seedless grapes are presented in farmer’s markets and in bins on  
grocery shelves. The season has changed, the harvest is nearly finished and still there is a 
feeling of now, but not yet. We wonder, like generations before, is it enough? We have  
generously given to our own Fruits of the Harvest, knowing that FOTH will bring our  
generous giving into the lives of people who will be helped in their lives by our generosity, 
but wonder—will the institution and attitudes that brought us to think about scarcity be 
changed? Will we be able to respond to the call of God’s Love to care for one another as the 
nights grow longer? 
 

I think of an apple orchard where my teen youth group scattered beneath apple trees to pick 
up “drops,” the apples that had fallen to the ground; these whole and good fallen apples 
would be steamed, cleaned, mashed and made into cider. We filled small crates and gleaned 
a few apples remaining from the trees whose apples had been harvested days before by  
people and machines that reached high into the trees. We ran and laughed, crunched just 
picked apples and avoided fruit that was already composting into the ground.  
 

I think the “money” raised was for a local charity and I took home my few gleaned apples and 
paid by the pound. The new curate carried bins, just watching as we checked out and ate our 
donuts and cider. When I returned home, I knew that I had picked the apples my family 
shared. I wondered about the cider made from apples we gathered at the orchard. Was one of 

my apples picked up off the ground in the cider we brought home later?  I could 
not know. Together the youth group had picked up a lot of apples—perhaps my  
apples or a friends’s was in the cider—and yet, even now, when I pour cider I 
think of all the sunshine, rain, hands, and microbes that bring cider into being.  
Abundance is not a singular event, it is something that happens together. 
 

Beside the steps to the columbarium is a mini-pomegranite shrub, a reminder of love, hope, 
transformation and new life. In the center of the columbarium is the fountain whose water 
reminds us of the everflowing Love of God and New Life promised in our baptism. We are  
invited into relationship with Christ to share the abundance of God’s love and the power in 
Christ to make the systemic changes that shares the fruits of the harvest 
with all people. 
 

As darkess lingers while the world turns, may we be reminded that we 
are not alone. The saints that have gone before us offer us wisdom, 
friends in faith, near and far, offer strength, little ones in our midst, 
shine with hope in God’s promise of abundance. God is calling us not 
only to labor in the fields, but to invite others to a table of abundance—
a place where we can set aside fear and anxiety and be filled with a joy 
over flowing. We gather to pray and to work, not alone, but together--
sent forth to do the good things God has given us to do.   
 

God, I pray that you help us to see your love in all things and send us 
the friends we need to walk this road, that we may walk  
together in the power and mystery of your Love.   Susan+ 



YOUTH MINISTRY  

Costumes and Saints 
 

Join us in costume (please no blood) or dressed as a saint on Sunday, November 2, All 
Saints Day when we celebrate all the Saints in our lives and those who are in God’s nearer 
presence.  Be creative as a Saint, or we welcome your Halloween costumed self! We are all 
called to walk in the way of the goodness (and sweetness) of life. 
 

Children’s Liturgy and Stories 
 

At Children’s Liturgy we light candles, (being acolytes for our service), pray, and share Bible 
stories and an activity before we join families at the Peace. We continue with Old Testament 
stories that form our faith including the stories of Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Moses and  
Joseph. We encourage families to take one of the children’s bulletin which has puzzles 
about our lectionary and to share bible stories at home. 

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY  

Youth ministry continues to build a web of  
connections in Contra Costa County.  We had the 
privilege of Pastor Lauren from Danville  
Congregations joining us when we held Deanery 
youth at St. Timothy’s on October 12th. 
 

As you can see from the schedule.  November 9th 
will be at St. Paul’s Walnut Creek. We will have 
our usual complement of fun, food, and games. 
Our project will focus on painting a room in  
Trinity Center right next door to St. Paul’s  
sanctuary.  
So wear your paint clothes! 
 

Trinity Center is a transition housing facility with 
case management. Their vision is to be a  
community working together to address the  
traumatizing effects of poverty and remove  
barriers to stable housing through compassionate 
services, education, shelter, and advocacy. 
www.trinitycenterwc.org 

ALSO! 
November 16 at St. Timothy’s 
Special presentation at St. Timothy’s with Julia, an occupational therapy student. An  
information session about the practice of occupational therapy and careers. In the youth 
room. 

http://www.trinitycenterwc.org


ADOPT -A-FAMILY BIKES  

Adopt-a-Family Bikes rides again!  We are looking for  
volunteers to help clean bikes, no experience necessary!  We 
provide the rags, 409, and plastic gloves.  Great activity for 
youth accompanied by a parent.  The shop is located in the  
Alamo Safeway shopping center next to the closed Rite 
Aid.  Hours Sundays and Mondays 11-4.    
 

Volunteers with bike repair experience also welcome.  Donated bikes in good condition  
welcome (no rust).  A donation of $30 per bike is requested, but not required, to help  
defray the costs of new helmets and U-locks.   
   
Last year we distributed 394 bikes to local nonprofits and low wealth schools just from the 
holiday program! Questions, contact  Tania at taniahd@comcast.net  

We’re Ready to Pack 15,000 Meals! 
 

Sunday, November 2 
2:00 – 4:00 pm 

(Volunteers - Please arrive a little early to sign in) 
 

Thank you to everyone who signed up and/or donated 
 and to the congregation for supporting the Meal Packing Event. 

 

We’re ready to go! 
 

Register & Donate Now:  http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/StTimothy/11/2 
 

Contact:  Joann Oliver, joannmarieoliver@gmail.com 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER  

mailto:taniahd@comcast.net
http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/StTimothy/11/2
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ST. TIMOTHY’S BOOK GROUP 
NOVEMBER 16 

 

The St. Timothy’s book group will meet on Sunday, November 16th 
after the 10:00 am service in the Grace House library to discuss 
“How We Learn to Be Brave” by Bishop Mariann Budde, the bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, D.C.  We are a lively 
friendly group who welcome additions.   
 

Bishop Budde who how to speak truth to power in a powerful and 
compassionate way.  “The decisive moments in life are those pivot 
points when we’re called on to push past our fears and act with 
strength.”  Bishop Budde talks about a range of decisive moments 
using diverse sources from Harry Potter to the Gospel according 
the Luke.   
 

If you don’t remember Bishop Budde, she preached and the service 
in the Washington National Cathedral before the inauguration of 
Donald Trump and asked him to be compassionate.  You can watch her sermon here - 
https://youtu.be/xwwaEuDeqM8?si=_1GoQMRV3bD9kPJq 
 
We will take December off and meet again on Sunday, January 18, 2026 to discuss “The 
Phoenix Crown”  by Kate Quinn and Janie Chang (https://www.goodreads.com/book/
show/64417401-the-phoenix-crown?) and to discuss what books we will read and discuss 
in 2026.   
 
Questions?  Contact Sally P at sallyspotts@gmail.com. 

BOOK GROUP  

Have you experienced a loss and longed to share with others? 
Come join us. We will meet as a support group in the Grace House 
library at 3:00pm through November 19. Everyone grieves in  
different ways. Come early and walk on the labyrinth or sit awhile 
by the fountain near the meditation garden. We will share, talk a 
little about strategies, and tell stories of loss and hope. Hope you 
can join us. 

 

Questions? sgeissleroneil@sainttimothysdanville.org  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

https://youtu.be/xwwaEuDeqM8?si=_1GoQMRV3bD9kPJq
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/64417401-the-phoenix-crown
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/64417401-the-phoenix-crown
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CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES  

November is almost here and that means it’s time to prepare for our annual effort to make 
the holidays a little brighter for our friends who are clients at Monument Crisis Center 
(MCC).  Each year since 2011, St. Timothy’s has supplied food for MCC clients.   
 

Great News: San Ramon Safeway will again deliver our grocery order for the Fill-My-Box 
boxes to the church so we can FILL BOXES ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6! 
 

MY-OWN-BOX– Families can shop themselves using the list from Monument Crisis Center 
and donate $25 to cover the cost of the box, rice and beans and the $20 grocery gift card.  
Sign up at church or online or send an email to Cathy Hager. 

Cost:    $25 per box 
Deadline to Sign Up:  Sunday, November 30th 
Drop off Dates:   Sundays, Nov. 23, Nov. 30, and Saturday Dec 6 
Signup Link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EA5AC2BA7FD0-59548670-myownbox#/ 
 

FILL-MY-BOX - You can sign up online or at church on Sunday or send an email to Cathy 
to have us fill your box for you.  The $95 covers the food, box and a $20 grocery gift card (We 
will purchase it for you). 
 Cost:     $95 per box 
 Deadline to Sign Up:  Sunday, November 23 (Sunday before Thanksgiving) 
 Deadline for Payment:  Sunday, November 30.  
 Signup Link: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EA5AC2BA7FD0-59548353-fillmybox#/ 
 

We will gather in the Parish Hall on Saturday morning, December 6 to fill 100+ boxes 
sponsored by St. Timothy’s  families.  Participants need to be over age 10 and able to stand 
for about 2 hours.  
Signup Link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4EA5AC2BA7FD0-59540533-boxfilling#/ 
 

RICE AND BEANS – On Sunday, November 9 after both services, come to the Parish 
Hall to help us fill 400 1-quart bags with dried beans and rice.  Every St Timothy’s Christmas 
Food Box gets a little extra something!  Everyone can help.  It’s easy! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Sign Up links are on the St. Timothy’s Outreach – Christmas 
Food Boxes page 

Sunday mornings – Help sign up participants 
Sunday, November 9 – Bag Rice and Beans (no sign up needed) 
Saturday morning, December 6 – Fill-My-Box in the Parish Hall 

 

Monument Crisis Center is giving food to more and more people in Contra Cos-
ta County.  Let’s do our part to make their holiday season a little brighter.     
Contacts: Cathy & John Hager (johncathyhager@gmail.com) 

St. Timothy’s packs 
CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES FOR MONUMENT CRISIS CENTER 

https://www.sainttimothysdanville.org/christmas-food-boxes.html 
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LITURGICAL ART: HELPERS NEEDED!  

LOOKING AHEAD FOR INSTALLATION OF LITURGAL ART 
FOR THE NEW SEASON: 

 

Advent is right around the corner. 
Please let Leslie Firth know if you can help with any of the installations below. 
lesliefirth@comcast.net 
 

ADVENT 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd, right after the 10am service, we’ll 
be installing the contemporary blue/purple banner over the  
altar and the wreathes with blue ribbons.  We will need about 4 
or 5 helpers, and it will go fast. We will prepare for setting up 
the manger scene  
under the altar.    
 

CHRISTMAS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st, right after the 10am service, we 
will need about 6 helpers to install a big gold banner over the 
altar and a long banner behind the cross, so we’ll need to go up 
to the loft above the big wooden wall (Reredos) behind the 
cross. We will also need to change the ribbons to red on the  
Christmas wreaths.   
 

The 4th Sunday of Advent is December 21st, and Christmas Eve is that next Tuesday the 
24th, so there is a shorter amount of time to prepare for all the Christmas banners and  
putting up the poinsettia display.  This one will be a bit more labor intensive.        
 

The poinsettia base platform will go up on that Sunday December 21st, under the cross  
after we are through installing the banners.  The arranging of poinsettias will start then and 
continue on Monday, the 22nd.  

On Saturday, the presentation of the strategic vision plan was interspersed with 
a communion service.  So, worship took 5 hours! It worked however with  
different elements of the strategic plan presented and discussed through the 
day. 
 

Our own Lisa Perry was elected to a three year term on the Executive Council.  The  
resolutions for the formation of an assessment committee, non-stipendiary deaconal access 
to church pension fund, resisting Christian nationalism, and affordable housing passed. 
While the resolution to lift up Roberto Clemente was delayed for further discussion. 
 

Finally, our own Rev. Todd Bryant will be president of Executive Council. 

CONVENTION REPORT  

mailto:lesliefirth@comcast.net


Options held their first Donor Appreciation Night in Berkeley on 
September 19th, with a dinner for the honorees.  St Timothy’s was 
recognized among all the recipients as one of their major donors. 
We have donated $100,000 in funds over the 23 years of support-
ing them.  Peg Miller and Patti Farris, liaisons for Options,  
represented St Timothy’s. 
 

We have also donated in kind donations of furnishings for housing, 
and clothing, holiday gift bags for the clients.  We provided  
Shepherd’s Pie dinners for their graduation ceremonies, and the 
Options staff retreats were held at St. Timothy’s. 
 

Options helps people to reclaim their lives from substance use  
disorders.  They have grown into a state wide model for treating 
substance use disorders as a public health issue, shifting the focus 
from punishment to healing, serving over 1,000 clients each year 
with compassionate person-centered care. 
 

They offer clean and sober housing for 160 people in nine homes; a 
mental health clinic; in-prison programs with mentors; re-entry 
programs; and Community Outreach.  We have a guest speaker 
from Options at our church in September during National  
Recovery month.   Saint Timothy’s Outreach is honored to support 
such a successful program. 

OPTIONS RECOVERY SERVICES  

OUTREACH NEWS  

MONUMENT CRISIS CENTER BREAKS GROUND 
FOR FOOD PANTRY EXPANSION 

 

On Thursday, October 9,2025 Monument Crisis Center celebrated 
the official groundbreaking of the expansion of their food pantry at 
their building in Concord, CA.  The project will double the space 
available to store and organize the food that they give to clients at 
the Concord site and at the pop-up site in Pittsburg.  Part of this 
year’s donation by St Timothy’s will go toward the pantry expansion, 
and it will be matched by a generous donor, who is matching the 
next $150,000 donated to the project.  
 

To see pictures from the ground-breaking, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/MonumentCrisisCenter? 

https://www.facebook.com/MonumentCrisisCenter?


Thank you to the many generous supporters of Fruits of the Harvest (FOTH) 2025 and  
everyone in the parish for a very successful event and an amazingly generous fund for this 
year’s Outreach Grants.  Last year we made grants for almost $76,000 ($75,900) and this 
year, St. Timothy’s will send out grants for $90,100!  I don’t know if this is a record, but it 
is certainly the biggest year we have had since 2020!  See the article of FOTH-2025 for the 
details.  The rest of the total available comes from the church budget and miscellaneous  
donations to Outreach during the year since the last grants.  Thanks so much to the Vestry 
for approving the grants proposal from the Outreach Committee, who only met last  
Monday to work out the grant amounts.  

Agency Granted 2025 

Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition 8,500.00 

Discovery Counseling Center 4,000.00 

GAIA Global Health 6,500.00 

Habitat for Humanity 2,500.00 

Hope Solutions 7,000.00 

Loaves and Fishes 11,000.00 

Monument Crisis Center * 10,000.00 

Options Recovery Services 6,000.00 

PFLAG 1,500.00 

Rise Against Hunger 4,000.00 

Shelter, Inc. 5,500.00 

The Comfort Cub 3,000.00 

The Respite Inn 3,600.00 

Trinity Center 11,000.00 

Winter Nights 1,500.00 

    

Church Divinity School of the Pacific 1,000.00 

Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 1,000.00 

School for Deacons 1,000.00 

Episcopal Relief & Development 1,500.00 

2025 OUTREACH GRANTS  

Allocated 90,100.00 

Funds Available 90,100.00 

* The grant to Monument Crisis Center will be split as follows: $8000 for the grant and 
$2000 for current pantry expansion project (matching funds available). 



CONTRA COSTA INTERFAITH COALITION  

Thank you to all of you at St. Timothy's  for your support of CCIC -  
Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition.  The $8500 grant from Fruits of the 
Harvest will allow us to provide many beds for people transitioning from 
the shelters and streets.   
 

The funding gives us the cushioning to have beds in stock, rather than  
ordering on an as needed, and as funds allow, basis.  This translates to 
fewer nights on the floor for our clients.    
   

Another huge thank you for your support of the Deanery youth cleaning kit packaging 
event.  Thanks to Kimberly Bryant's amazing coordination of the drive, we were able to fill 
36 cleaning kits.  The kits are laundry baskets filled with all the essentials our clients need 
to begin a new life in the permanent housing.    
   

I am truly proud and honored to be part of such a giving congregation.  
      Tania Hanson-De Young 

 

www.ccichope.org  

http://www.ccichope.org


On Friday, October 10th, 32 NEW members and guests met to play Bunco. 
There were frequent cries of “Bunco” and lots of excitement as the players 
worked to get the evening’s prizes. The victorious were: Barbara Thatcher for Most 
Points, Shelley Wells for Most Wins and Caryle Voss for Most Buncos. Two Queens were 
the reigning monarchs at the Head Table: Chris Milligan and Katie Morehouse. Diane  
Cohen brought gifts for the two lowest prize winners.  
 

The organizers Roz Adekunle (leader of NEW, procured food, drinks and did overall  
setups), Lisa Perry (publicity) and Dee Geisler (Bunco game) very much appreciated 
everyone who signed up  and showed up to play. Thanks also to those who 
brought snacks and appetizers and to Joann Oliver for bringing the lovely 
pumpkin decorations. Thanks to Barbara Hoversen for going over the rules of the 
game. Everyone seemed to have a good time, and several there asked us about having the 
game every four months instead of just “once in a awhile”. The best part was seeing so 
many smiling faces. 

GREAT BUNCO NIGHT!  



MONTH IN PHOTOS  

Bunco   -   Pumpkin Decorating 
 

Clergy Retreat   -   DioCal Convention 

Celebration 
of Mary 
Louise 

 

Pet Blessing 



VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

October 15, 2025 
 

The Vestry met on Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 2025, at 6:30pm in Grace House. 
 

MOTIONS: 
• The Vestry unanimously approved the minutes from September Vestry Meeting, the  
 reports and documents submitted by the treasurer, and several submitted rector and 

commission reports submitted prior to the meeting. 
•  The Vestry unanimously approved the 2025 list of Outreach Grants as presented. 

 
Financials 

St. Timothy’s Danville Treasurer’s Report  
October 15, 2025 

Financial Summary for the Nine Months ending September 30, 2025 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments 

•   St. Timothy’s continues to be in decent financial condition through September 2025.   
 August income was a negative $30,989 due to lower income and higher expenses as 

 compared to plan. 
•  Due to our great fund-raising early in the year, as of 9/30, we appear to be headed to a  

break-even year. 
 
FYI 

• Continued negotiations are taking place with Building Kidz. 
• Concrete work of Grace House walkways is complete. 

 
Parish members are welcome to attend Vestry meetings. The next meeting is on Wednesday 
November 19, 2025, at 6:30 in the Conference Room in Grace House. 
 

The minutes of the Vestry meeting will be filed in the Parish Office after they are approved by 
the Vestry. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kris Manning 

   Actual  Budget 

Total Income $746,335 $593,327 

Total Expenses $646,385 $666,363 

Net Operating Income $99,950 ($73,037) 



CONTACT US  

The Rev. Todd Bryant - Rector 
(925) 837-4993 x114 
Rector@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

The Rev. Susan Geissler-O’Neil -  
Associate Rector 
(925) 837-4993 x113 
Sgeissleroneil@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Myles Ellis - Director of Music 
(925) 837-4993 x115 
MusicDir@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Monika Miller - Facilities 
(925) 837-4993 x111 
Facilities@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Steve Zimmerman - Bookkeeper 
(925) 837-4993 x116 
Bookkeeper@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Dick Firth - Treasurer (Volunteer) 
(925) 837-4993 x117 
Treasurer@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Kimberly Bryant - Parish Administrator 
(925) 837-4993 x110 
Parish@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Carleen Carns - Pledge Secretary (Volunteer) 
Pledges@SaintTimothysDanville.org 
 

Pastoral Care Line 
(925) 837-4993 x120 

To subscribe to DioCal News, Events &  
Resources Newsletter:  
https://www.diocal.org/news-events/
past-diocesan-newsletters/ 

ST. TIMOTHY ’S MISSIONAL CHALLENGE  

In Danville and surrounding areas, we recognize many people experience grueling work 
schedules along with significant duties of raising families and/or caring for aging parents. 
 

The culture places a high value on performance and over-achievement which can lead to a 
myriad of physical and mental health problems. We want to offer an alternative, an oasis, 
which springs from our faith. Put another way, we want to demonstrate to our culture that 
it’s ok to take time out and rest and even that one’s worth is not based on achievement. 
 

This spans generations as youth in our area are often under enormous pressure to get top 
grades, participate in myriads of activities, all to get into the best colleges in the country.  
 

Accordingly, we have the following general goals:  
 

• Cultivate rest and renewal in a busy culture.  
• Support mental health 
• Address loneliness 
• Encourage listening to one another as a means of support.   

https://www.diocal.org/news-events/past-diocesan-newsletters/
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