Sermon Notes Third Sunday of Advent Song of Mary Canticle 15; Matthew 11:2-11

In this text on the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we are confronted with John the

Fa Baptist in prison. We light a pink candle and rejoice because we are closer to
Christmas but our lessons feel incongruent. We hear in scripture, “rejoice
because your Redeemer is coming near.” In our homes we are anticipating
Christmas and this Sunday, in church we are challenged by a story about John
i ‘ 1 «";(' 4 the Baptist during the time Jesus was preaching and teaching before his
crucifixion. It feels like this is the wrong time in the liturgical year to tell this story.

John was a charismatic preacher; he drew crowds of people with his prophetic call to repentance,
stirring the hearts of the crowds and drawing the attention of power. His challenging words of
judgement on King Herod, declaring Herod had violated the law by marrying his brother’s wife,
brings soldiers and he is sent to prison. Confused and alone in prison, John asks his own
followers to go to Jesus and ask “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”
It is this question that resonates in our our hearts as we approach Christmas. "Jesus, are you the
one who is to change the world?” Is this baby we celebrate as the Risen One at Faster really
making a difference in my life and in the world?

Is Jesus the one who will bring peace, be sure that the hungry are fed and the vulnerable
protected? Will the sick be cured and the blind see? God, will this child born again to us on
Christmas Eve restore our hope and bring your power of Love into a broken and hurting world?
If we have not asked these questions recently, we are being asked to wonder with John about the
response of Jesus. Jesus answers, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them.”

We are being asked to look with Mary and John for the hope and promises of God that we can
see, even now. We are being asked, as God’s Easter People to be instruments and witnesses of
God’s love in the world, declaring yes to all who are in prison, to all who are hungry and all who
long for the coming of Hope into the world. We are being asked to share God’s Joy with the
world-even while it is still dark and we wait for the Light of the world. With Mary
we declare:

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; for he has looked
with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every
generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has
cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with
good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for
he has remembered his promise of mercy, The promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his
children for ever.”
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