St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
August 23, 2026 at 10 am

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome Sunday

Artwork by Kathy Wills



Opening Hymn

Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing; now is the dark-ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-tery. We are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter; here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con- fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van-ished a - way; see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face. We have been sung through-out all of his - tory,
bread of new birth. Here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way: here in this place the new light is shin-ing;
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king-dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er wus in, the lost and for - sak - en; gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty; gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion; give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for - ev - er; gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a-wak-en;
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low - ly;
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Opening Acclamation

Priest:
People:

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by

Blessed be God, Creator,
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Redeemer and Sustainer.

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Priest: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Priest: Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of
your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit
of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

e IFirst headin eremia 10-
The Fitst Reading Jeremiah 15:15-21

O Lotd, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my
heart; for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with
indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to
me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. Therefore, thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will
take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to
them. And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but
they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. I will
deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening
People: Thanks be to God

The Second Reading Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as
it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your
enemies are hungty, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this
you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with

good.

Reader: Speak God, your servants are listening
People: Thanks be to God



Sequence Hymn (verse 1 before the Gospel, verse 2 after)

LEVAS 136 I Have Decided To Follow Jesus
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1. I have de- cid- ed_____ to fol- 1low Je~ sus.___ I have de~-
2, Though none go with me, still I will fol- low...__. Though nome go
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cid- ed to fol- low Je- sus, I have de- cid- ed
with me, still I will fol- 1low. Though none go with me,_
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ey O fol- low Je-  sus.. No turn-ing back, __ no turn-ing back.__
atil11 T will fol- low. No turn-ing back.  no turn-ing back!__
The Gospel Matthew 16:21-28
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ

People: Glory to you Lord Christ

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus
told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done.
Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of
Man coming in his kingdom.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ

Sermon The Rev. Todd Bryant

The Affirmation of Faith

You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do. You have always been with us. You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. You came to us before we
came to you. You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again. You are with us now. You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit. You empower us to be your gospel in the world.

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. You are our God. We worship you.
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Prayers of the People

Priest:

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Clergy Prayer

The Peace

Priest:
People:

The Peace of Christ be always with you
And also with you

Greetings, Announcements & Milestones

Offertory

Turn To Me by Bob Hurd

Offertory Sentence

Great Thanksgiving

Priest: God be with you.

People: And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts

People: We lift them to the Lord

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Priest: Holy God, we praise you. We praise you for creatures great and small. We delight in
the galaxies and particles that you have made.

People: Thank you for being the creator of all.

Priest: Jesus, we praise you. All that ever was, or ever will be, finds its life in you. You came
into the chaos of Palestine, and you have entered into the chaos of our own day.
Help us to mirror your grace, love, and life.

People: Thank you for being love embodied.

Priest: Holy Spirit, we praise you. You are the life-force of creation. You spoke to us
through prophets' voices, you filled Mary's child with power, and you are making us
a sanctuary of love.

People: Thank you for being our never-failing breath.

For all that you are; all the gifts you have given; and with all the saints past, present and yet to
come, we praise you singing:
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Holy God, your endless creation is beyond our imagination. Yet you chose to dwell in Jesus, and
your breath sustains us today. You are The Creator, The Word and The Spirit and we praise you
for the privilege of bearing your likeness.

In ages past, you chose Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Zipporah, David and Michal and you
choose us. In every generation, you are the keeper of promises even when we turn away. You
have watched us grow, die, and find new life in you and because of your steady love we are
turning from darkness to light.

At this table we share bread, wine, and dreams and we return to Jesus’ last night with his friends.
Through God’s power, we remember his betrayal, suffering and death. At that holy table, he offered
bread as a living symbol of his commitment to dwell in our world. At that table, he took bread and
said: "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

Likewise, we offer a cup of wine with his words: "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, because of your never-failing salvation:
People: We invite Jesus into our lives. We celebrate his life beyond death.
We look for his coming again.

Undimmed by time, we praise you for these gifts of creation. This bread and wine is small enough
to held by hands but contains the universe. May you bless these gifts and fill us with life. Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the body and blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
sacrament and serve you in constancy and peace. Because of your gifts:
People: We thank you for the invitation to live into your promised love.

We cherish the life you have given us.

We rejoice in the earth you have placed into our care.

We love the communities you have called us to serve.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours Almighty God now and forever. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction
Priest: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread and one cup.
Communion Hymn On Eagle’s Wings
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sun, and hold you in_ the_ palm of his hand
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2.bring you no fear: un-der his wings your ref-uge, his faith-ful-ness your shield.
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3.day; though thou-sands fall a - bout you, near you it shall not come.
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4.For to his an-gels he's giv-en a com-mand to guard you in all of your ways;  up-



to Refrain
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And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand

Post Communion Prayer

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in

heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in

the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim

your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Young People’s Time & Blessing

Closing Hymn
Hymn 398 I Smg The Almlghty Power Of God
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1 sing the al- Inlght - power of God,that made the moun-tains rise,
2 I sing the good-ness of the Lord,that filled the earth with food;
3 There’s not a plant or flower be - low, but makes thy glo - ries  known;
) —, | | | |-
\J 1 I 1 I I 1 I I I I [ | I I I
’I’(‘_\ ll‘/‘ : iI | 1 | | | | | I
A\SV [ o 7.
AN B I A S i
that spread the flow-ing seas a - broad and built the lof - ty skies.
he  formed the crea-tures with his Word, and then pro-nounced them good.
and clouds a-rise, and tem-pests blow, by or-der from thy throne;
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I sing the wis - dom that or - dained the  sun to rule the
Lord, how thy won - ders are dis - played, wher - e’er 1 turn my
while all that bor - rows life from thee is ev-er in thy
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Dismissal
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moon shines full at com-mand, and all the stars o - bey.
if I sur - vey the ground I tread, or gaze up - on the  sky!
and ev - ery-where that I could be, thou, God, art pres-ent there.
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