Sermon Notes: August 9, 2026 Lectionary Readings
Focus: Peter walks on water

Early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So, Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord,
save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him.

Power and Failure: I wonder how these are connected. Peter’s ‘courage to fail’
seemed to open doors to a powerful experience on the water. Even more, by the
time we got to Acts of the Apostles even the shadow Peter casts was healing people.
But in the Gospel today, getting out of the boat was terrifying and guaranteed to fail.
Peter as a human being, instead of fish, was ill equipped to walk on water. So, even
2 seconds hydro walking is impressive.

I imagine he got back into the boat soaking and ashamed that he sunk. That would
be like a fish really annoyed at herself for only riding a bicycle for a minute. Jesus is
saying Peter (and us) that we can do impossible things. Add a little faith and a dash
of listening for God’s call. When you get over your skis, Jesus will catch you. The
problem is our perfectionism. We inevitably flop before the impossible and proceed
to beat ourselves up for it.

Me: It is impossible for me to make it through a Sunday without flubbing a word,
making some inelegant gesture while talking, or saying something dumb. When I
have a good day, a good sermon, or good whatever, it takes intentional practice to
really savor that experience. My default instead is to fixate on the flub.

For example, I recently did a wedding. It was delightful. Everyone was vibrating joy,
and so was I. My sermon came up, and I genuinely wanted to say how much I
enjoyed working with the couple. 99% of my sermon hit the mark, except...I said, “I
am so delighted that the bride was not a bridezilla.” Instead of telling how positive I
felt about both, I compared her to a negative.

You might be thinking...relax, no big deal, or yeah that was dumb. You would both
be right. I was into it being 100% perfect. Now, I am trying to hold on to what
Voltaire said, “the perfect is the enemy of the good.”

Peter kept getting out of the boat It seems that Peter is an excellent role model
not because he was 100% but because he took his 80% and just kept trying. Who
knows? Maybe Jesus will ask you to do the impossible or you sink but try anyway.
We can have hope and faith that God will use and bless us, flop or fabulous. Todd
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