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Dear members of the family of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 
 
Few of us would have chosen to worship in our homes on this most sacred week.   However, as the 
worshiping community, we are still stronger together even when we are apart.  These liturgies are an 
offering for all of us to rekindle our connections and be the body of Christ in the world. 
 
During the sacred week, we are providing liturgies for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Vigil.  See special note about Easter morning below. * 
 
What follows are resources for you and those with whom you live to use for praying together on the 
holiest week of the Christian year.  Because of the pandemic, we cannot do these important services 
together in church. While Easter is a joyful festival, we keep it now in a time of difficulty and world-wide 
sorrow. Still, we believe that Christ is with us in his word, by his Spirit drawing us together as one before 
God. And we believe that the gospel of Christ gives us strength amid distress and comfort in the face of 
our sufferings. 
  
Schedule 
Palm Sunday 
10 AM (live stream) 
Maundy / Agape Thursday 
7:30 PM (or whenever you have your evening meal) 
Good Friday 
12:00 PM (live stream) and live stations after 
Easter Vigil 
7:30 PM 
Easter Sunday morning 
8:15 AM where we join the Washington National Cathedral webcast 
9:30 AM post Facebook selfies (more information coming) and have a Zoom chat with parishioners and 
clergy 
 
We value Easter Sunday morning as one of the biggest festivals of our common life. Because it will be 
so difficult to manifest that joyful celebration in an empty church, we are asking you to go to the National 
Cathedral’s website (https://cathedral.org). We will join with worshipers from across the country to 
celebrate our unity and our solidarity in lessening this pandemic. Locally on Easter Sunday, we ask you 
to post pictures from your home, of your kids, of your dogs, of your socks to our Facebook page with the 
title of “Christ is risen”. We are providing a zoom room for you to check in and tell each other happy 
Easter. 
 
Our goal is to make services available to all parishioners. That is why you have a paper stand-alone 
bulletin for these liturgies.  If anyone needs a copy, a PDF is available on the front page of the website 
and through email communication. 
 
We will also be supplementing this paper bulletin with children’s information, tools to celebrate Holy 
Week with your kids, live liturgies and other things that will be available through the website and email.  
Finally, we have prepared a hands-on activity called “Resurrection Eggs” which you will be able to pick 
up via drive by at the church.   More detail coming; check website and email. If you don’t drive by to pick 
up your “Resurrection Eggs”, there will be instructions on the website of how you can make your own set 
of “Resurrection Eggs”. 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcathedral.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C019cb79fc89440e94b4308d7d0e64149%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637207559656672263&sdata=qUiKlWQR88D4XyQI03zu1TdM3pLC%2FscC%2BSesq%2BnsHng%3D&reserved=0
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HOME ALTAR 
PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER SUNDAY AND BEYOND 

 
You can thrive spiritually, not just survive, during this pandemic.  We encourage you to make a home 
Altar to focus your prayers and worship.    
 
Step 1: Location 
Pick a special area of your home where you can set up your altar and or sacred space. This can be a 
corner of a room.  You might use a table or a nightstand as an altar.   There is really no one “perfect” 
place for your altar.  The point is to find just enough space where you can put your items (see step 2) 
and be able to sit near them on a daily basis.   Ideally, your space is not in a hallway or spot you have to 
walk through or walk over. 
 
Step 2: The Elements of the Space 
Find a small table.  This is meant to remind you of the Altar at Saint Timothy’s as well as all the different 
places where we put our very best intentions.  We all need a little sacred, set apart space in our lives. 
 
Pull out a cloth to cover your table or other type of Altar.  Jesus spent most of his ministry and fellowship 
with his friends.  You are setting the table for God to come and be in fellowship with you.  God is 
accessible to us at all times and in all places.  We just need the tangible reminder to invite God to be with 
us.  
 
Find a candle to be the light of Christ guiding us and put it in your sacred space.   Electric candles are 
fine too.  Finally find a bowl or pitcher for water, to remind us of God’s cleansing power.   
 
Find a symbol of Good Friday to remind you of this day.  Maybe a crucifix or even a toothpick or nail you 
have in your home.  
 
Step 3: Personalize 
There are no “right” or “wrong” items for your altar, so just trust your intuition and allow yourself to be led 
to the ones that resonate with you the most.  Maybe you find meaning in burning sage to cleanse your 
home.  Maybe you have pictures of loved ones, past and present, you want to place on the Altar.  Fresh 
flowers are great too! 
 
Step 4: Bless 
When you feel that your altar is complete, set aside a few minutes to bless the space.   Bishops are the 
only ones who can formally bless Altars in church, but we encourage you to say a prayer over the space 
you have created. 
 
Step 5: Use it 
It’s important to actually use the space.  Don’t’ just make it look pretty and admire it as a decoration in 
your house.   We hope this altar will be a reminder for you to stop and pray, not just in holy week but, 
every day.  In the morning say a brief prayer for God to be in your head, heart, and mouth.  This is a 
wonderful way to get your whole family started as they “go” to online in their bedroom or you 
telecommute to work. 
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USE YOUR ALTAR IN HOLY WEEK 
You will see several places for you to participate in the liturgy with tangible items that you can gather 
from around your house.  While you don’t need these elements for worship, we believe they will enrich 
your experience. 
 
Preparing a home altar before Palm Sunday: Small table, cloth, bowl, and candle. Other suggestions - 
pictures of loved ones, present and past. 
Maundy Thursday - Foot / hand washing: We considered foot / handwashing but omitted.  If you would like to 
wash each other’s feet and hands, feel free to do so. See the liturgy below. 
Maundy Thursday - Stripping of your Altar: At the end of your Maundy Thursday celebration, we invite you 
to strip the Altar in your home Altar in preparation for the very sparse worship of Good Friday 
Good Friday - Cross: Something to remind you of the barrenness of this day.  Might be as simple as a 
nail that you have in your toolbox, toothpick from your kitchen or even a crucifix if you have it.  Keep that 
on your Altar throughout the week.   
Easter Vigil - Flames: Find something to burn (safely). This not burning your Altar, but maybe outside.   
We will leave the fire burning on a live stream throughout the service.  Don’t forget your bells. 
 

EASTER MORNING 
Because we are in a national crisis, it’s highly appropriate to join with the National Cathedral and worship 
through their Live webcast: 8:15am PST.  You can join through their front page https://cathedral.org. 
 
We join with Episcopalians across the country for a glorious celebration. Scripture, prayers, rich musical 
offerings and the celebration of Holy Communion, all combine to boldly proclaim the raising of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.  We did not make this decision lightly, but with intention and prayer, and believe 
that this solidarity with the faithful from across the country is so important especially as we celebrate 
resurrection and new life on Easter Sunday morning. 
 
Easter Sunday - Selfies at 9:30am:  Pictures please.  Post your “Christ is risen!” pictures on Facebook 
starting at 9:30am Easter Sunday morning. We would love your pictures of your family, dog, cat or your 
best Easter selfie.  And we’re hoping a to have a zoom to drop-in starting at 9:30am where we can come 
and say “Christ is risen” to each other. 

. 

 

https://cathedral.org/
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EXPLANATION OF THE PALM SUNDAY LITURGY 

 

Clergy from around the country are working diligently to create a meaningful, coherent, and connective 
way to worship as a Christian community as we shelter-in-place. To begin holy week, we offer this Palm 
Sunday liturgy to connect your home to the church and to the world.   You will have received a palm 
blade inside your bulletin that you may use at the beginning of the service. 
 

The liturgy is in four movements.   You are not required to get up and move around your house. But for 
those who desire, we offer you this palm passion journey that you can take right inside your home.  You 
may recognize elements from the Book of Occasional Services called “Blessing of the Home.”  Palm 
Sunday is supposed to get you moving!  May this hybrid liturgy help you connect your spiritual journey 
with Jesus’s journey to the cross for the sake of the world. 
 

 
First Movement 
At your home:  Entryway                At the church: Entrance outside the sanctuary 
 

As we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we start on the concrete entryway outside of the 
sanctuary doors.  While we will bless palms in this place, we invite you to take the palm that was 
attached in your bulletin into your hands.  As the clergy say a prayer blessing, you can pray along with 
that blessing. 
 
 

Second Movement 
At your home: Dining room or kitchen                         At the church: Parish Hall 
 

So much of our lives outside of Quarantine revolves around food and fellowship.  We want to make holy 
the places of connection and fellowship and look forward with anticipation to the day when we are 
reunited.   
 

All of Jesus’s ministry was about building connections.  He made connections with people from every 
walk of life.   He broke down barriers and did not turn away the wretched, the rich, the powerful or the 
weak.  We do the same by asking God to make every aspect of our lives holy.  Jesus’s journey and 
sacrifice were to redeem and make all things holy.  Therefore, as we remember his journey into 
Jerusalem and death on a cross, may we not turn away from asking God to sanctify every aspect of our 
lives.  May we treat with equal reverence the pots and pans of our kitchen with the vessels of the Altar. 
 
 

Third movement 
At you home: Outside         At church: Patio Altar 
 

Jesus’s entry to Jerusalem was not without cost. He knew it would cost him his life to make such a 
spectacle to invite so many different kinds of people into the holiness of God.   
 

We move to the cross on the patio to share the story of his crucifixion.  As we preach outside, remember 
that Jesus did not wait for fancy churches to invite him to proclaim the word of God.  He spoke of 
everyday life to everyday people. 
 
 

Fourth movement 
At your home: Living room                At church: Inside the sanctuary 
 

We continue the journey to our own sanctuary. The remaining prayers revolve around the gathered 
community.  We know this is incomplete. We know that we are not fully connected in the way we long to 
be, but our prayers and our prayer at the altar will name this longing and speak to the hope of our future. 
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PALM SUNDAY AT 10AM 
The Liturgy of the Palms begins in the walkway outside the Church. Then the liturgy will continue throughout the St. 
Timothy’s campus. Remembering the journey Jesus took, we are going to walk with him.  You may use the 
following instructions to process through your home. 
 

Start  
Home: Entry to your home         Church: Entry to church 
 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come into 
the house, and eat with you, and you with me.  
 

Priest  The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in:  
People  From this time forth for evermore.  
Priest  Let us pray.  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord: 
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, grant to this church and to our homes the grace of your presence, knowing that 
you are among us and are our defender; that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty 
acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Matthew 21:1-11a 
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
`The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee." 
 

THE BLESSING OF THE “PALMS” 
During the live video, you may hold a leaf or branch in your hand as we say a prayer of blessing over the palms. 

 

Priest  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as 
King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be 
for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and 
follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

Priest  Blessed is the one, 
People  Who comes in the name of our God. 
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Priest  Peace in heaven, 
People  and glory in the highest heaven.  

Procession to Parish Hall 
Home: Dining room / kitchen                        Church: Parish Hall 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Priest  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Priest The living God gave you from heaven rain and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with 

food and gladness. He brings forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden our hearts:  
People  Oil to make a cheerful countenance, and bread to strengthen the heart.  
Priest  Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord, King of the universe, for you give us food and drink to sustain our lives. In your tender 
love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer 
death. Make us grateful for all your mercies, and mindful of the needs of others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
The First Reading                     Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps 
me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading                 Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death--even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Procession to Patio Altar 
Home: Backyard / patio     (weather permitting)                   Church: Patio Altar
         

As the earth puts forth its blossom, or bushes in a garden burst into flower, we remember Jesus Christ who 
willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross. May the Lord God make righteousness and praise 
blossom before all the nations. Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
People  Indeed, we have a goodly heritage.  
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Home: You may choose to sit, as the reading is long.            Church: Standing at the patio altar
   

The Gospel                Matthew 27:11-54 
 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, 
“You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to 
him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to 
a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate 
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great 
deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to 
release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the 
people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 
cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, 
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over 
his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided 
him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along 
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him also 
taunted him in the same way. 
 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and 
got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let 
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us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At 
that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his 
resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the 
centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                  The Rev. Susan Geissler-O’Neil 
 

Procession to Sanctuary 
Home: Family Room / Living Room / Main Room                   Church: Sanctuary 
 

Priest Oh, how good and pleasant it is, when God’s people live together in unity!  Above 
everything, love one another earnestly:  

People  For love covers many sins.  
Priest  Give your blessing, Lord, to all who share the sanctuary, that they may be knit together in  

fellowship here on earth, and joined with the communion of your saints in heaven;  
People  And bless the Lord.  
 

Almighty God, from you comes every good prayer, and you pour out on those who desire it the spirit of grace 
and supplication: Deliver us your servants as we draw near to you in this place. Grant us steadfast thoughts 
and kindled affections that we may worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Priest Let us pray for the Church and for the world, giving thanks for God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

Prayer is offered with intercession for the universal church, its members, and its mission, the nation and all in 
authority, the welfare of the world, the concerns of the local community, those who suffer and those in any 
trouble, and all the departed. 
 

The Peace 
Priest  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Welcome | Parish Announcements and Celebrations 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Priest  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Priest  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of all life. From before time you made ready 
our world. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being. You made us in your image and 
taught us to walk in your ways. 
  

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away. Yet, even today, as a mother cares for her children you 
do not forget us and call us to live into your love. So, this day we join with Saints and Angels by lifting our 
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voices as we sing: 
  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might, Heaven and Earth are full of your glory  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 
reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts 
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  
  

He yearned to draw all the world to Himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time 
came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, with 
hope we look past this present when we will celebrate this gift of bread again. As supper was ending, Jesus 
took the cup of wine.  Again, he gave thanks to you.   We eagerly wait to share the cup again. 
  

O God of all creation we offer ourselves wholly to you.  Pour out your Spirit upon us that we may be the Body of 
Christ in the world. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ 
given for the world you have made. 
  

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to 
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

Remembering the Bread 
Priest  Lamb of God, you are taking away the sin of the world. 
People  Grant us your peace.  
 

Closing Prayer 
Let us pray 
  

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for assuring us in holy mystery that we are living members 
of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S TIM E   BLESSING     DISMISSAL 
People Thanks be God 
 

 

Now to Maundy Agape Thursday - 
 

Foot / hand washing We considered foot / handwashing but omitted them from the service.  If you would like 
to wash each other’s feet and hands, feel free to do so. 
 

Stripping of your Altar We invite you to strip your home Altar. We do this in preparation for the very sparse 
worship of Good Friday. 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY AGAPE MEAL AT 7:30 PM 
 

If there are several persons present, one will preside. (Note: Multiple households could prepare for this service 
and coordinate their celebration of it using a video conferencing platform, alternating blessings.) 
 

We offer this way of sharing a meal on the beginning of the Triduum, the sacred three days in Holy 
Week.  Acknowledging that this is not how any of us planned to gather on Holy Week, we offer this as a 
way sharing a meal like Jesus did with his friends.  We celebrate how Jesus continues to share meals 
and calls us friends.  This is true even if you dine alone tonight. 
 
 

Home Altar on Thursday  
If you have prepared a home Altar, light your candle and fill your bowl with fresh water.  At the time 
appointed, all gather around the table, standing as able.  After a time of silence, the presider offers the 
following blessings. Your clergy will be celebrating in their homes along with you starting at 7:30pm 
because we want to model how God blesses the gathered body, regardless of circumstance.  Your 
clergy are just two more of Jesus’ friends. 
 
 
 

The Blessings 
Over Wine - Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine; and 
you refresh us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. May the time come quickly 
when we can share that cup again, even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you. Glory to you 
for ever and ever. Amen.   
 

Over Bread - Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You bring forth bread from the 
earth; and you have fed us on our way with the bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. Let us 
be fed again soon with that bread of life. And as grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, 
so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
 

Over the Other Foods - Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You have blessed the 
earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that 
following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Meal 
The meal is now eaten. If several are gathered, they first serve one another, then dine.  If you are eating 
alone and would like to be part of a gathering, zoom in with Todd’s family where they will be dining 
together with scripture and prayer. 
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The Word and the Prayers  
At the end of the meal, the seventeenth chapter of the gospel of John is read.  A simple hymn can be 
sung.  It is said solo or unison. 

 

Psalm 63:1-8 
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a 
barren and dry land where there is no water.  Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place; that I 
might behold your power and your glory. For your loving-kindness is better than life itself my lips shall 
give you praise. So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your Name. My soul is 
content, as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips.  When I remember you 
upon my bed, and meditate on you in the night watches. For you have been my helper, and under the 
shadow of your wings I will rejoice. My soul clings to you, your right hand holds me fast. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Let us pray 
 

O God of the crucified and risen One, from whom no trial or trouble can separate us: you feed us with 
your Word and soothe us with your Spirit, closer to us than breath itself.  Make us glad this night for the 
life of your servant Jesus; Make us servants of all for the sake of Jesus; who for our sake gave his life for 
the salvation of all. In the Name of Jesus, your Son, our Lord. Amen.  
 

Stripping of Home Altar 
May you continue meditating on the great mystery of Christian fellowship, on the agony of Christ, his death and 
passion. Easter will see God's house in all the beauty of his resurrection, and with joy we shall sing the ever 
thankful anthems at Washington National Cathedral.  For now, go quietly in peace. 
 

Final prayer  
Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 
redemption: Give us courage, we beseech you, to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 

Now to Good Friday - 
 

If you have placed a crucifix or object on you Altar already great.  If not, maybe find a focus object to remind 
you of the cross.  Find something to remind you of the barrenness of this day.  Might be as simple as a nail that 
you have in your toolbox, toothpick from your kitchen or your own cherished cross.  Let that be a focal point in 
the service.  We will leave about 5 mins of silence (on live video) for your personal veneration of the cross.   
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GOOD FRIDAY AT NOON 
Sitting or Kneeling in silent prayer 

 
      Priest  Blessed be our God 
      People  For ever and ever. Amen 
      Priest  Let us pray 

 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to 
be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
The First Reading          Isaiah 52:13--53:12 
See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. Just as there were 
many who were astonished at him --so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form 
beyond that of mortals-- so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that 
which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. Who 
has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up 
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look 
at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by others; a man of 
suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him of no account. 
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he 
was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for 
the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he 
had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see 
his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. Out of his anguish he 
shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make 
many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
People  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 22 Read responsively by half verse 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me, 
and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; 
by night as well, but I find no rest. 
Yet you are the Holy One, 
enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
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Our forebears put their trust in you; 
they trusted, and you delivered them. 
They cried out to you and were delivered; 
they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
But as for me, I am a worm, and less than human, 
scorned by all and despised by the people. 
All who see me laugh me to scorn; 
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 
“You trusted in God for deliverance; 
let God rescue you, if God delights in you.” 
Yet you, O God, are the one who took me out of the womb 
and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 
I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; 
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 
Be not far from me, for trouble is near, 
and there is none to help. 
Many young bulls encircle me; 
strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 
They open wide their jaws at me, 
like a ravening and a roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart within my breast is melting wax. 
My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth, 
and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 
Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; 
they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me; 
they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing 
Be not far away, O God; 
you are my strength; hasten to help me 
Save me from the sword, 
my life from the power of the dog. 
Save me from the lion’s mouth, 
my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 
I will declare your Name to my people; 
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 
May all who fear you, O God, give praise; 
may the offspring of Israel stand in awe, and all of Jacob’s line give glory. 
For you do not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty, neither do you hide your face from them, 
but when they cry to you, you hear them. 
My praise is of you in the great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship you. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek you shall praise you: 
“May your heart live for ever!” 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to you, 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before you. 
For yours is the royal power, O God; 
you rule over the nations. 
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To you alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust fall before you. 
My soul shall live for you; my descendants shall serve you; 
they shall be known as yours for ever. 
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn 
the saving deeds that you have done. 

 

The Second Reading                Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  In the days 
of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
People  Thanks be to God 
 

The Sermon                 The Rev. Susan Geissler O’Neil 
 

Prayers 
Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin and 
death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to 
their needs. 
 

FOR THE CHURCH 
Let us pray for the Church of Christ throughout the world; For its unity in witness and service.  For all clergy and 
other ministers and the people whom they serve. We pray that God will confirm the Church in faith, increase it 
in love, and preserve it in peace. That God will confirm the Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in 
peace. 
 

Silence  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all member of your holy Church, 
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly server you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

FOR THE WORLD 
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them; For our leaders in 
government.  For all who serve the common good.  For all whose leadership makes the world a better place.  
That by God's help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 
 

Silence  Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom those 
who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion may increase, until the earth is 
filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

FOR THE SUFFERING 
Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute 
and the oppressed.  For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled.  For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish 
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For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair. For the sorrowful and bereaved. For prisoners and captives, 
and those in mortal danger that God in mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of 
his love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. Silence 
 

Silence Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of those in 
misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all their afflictions; and give 
us your servants the strength to care for the least among us. Amen. 
 

FOR MISSION 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to 
those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find 
you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the coming of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
O God, in our global distress we pray earnestly to you. 
 

God our Sanctuary,  
gather us when separated into your presence. 
God our Physician,  
heal those who have contracted the virus.  
God our Comforter,  
embrace all who mourn the dead. 
God our Homeland,  
mother all who are quarantined.  
God our Friend,  
accompany all who are alone or afraid. 
God our Guardian,  
protect physicians and nurses.  
God our Hope,  
assist researchers searching for a vaccine.  
God our Mighty Fortress,  
preserve our societies from devastation. 
God our Governor,  
guide the leaders of nations toward wise policies. 
God of Everlasting Arms,  
in you we live and move and have our being. 
God our Creator,  
make once again a world of sabbath rest. 
God our Savior,  
redeem the suffering world by your cross.  
God our Light  
shine your radiant peace into our darkness.  
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O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless and preserve us. Amen. 
 

The service is ended, but we will lead stations of the cross continuing the live feed.   
Stations of the cross booklet is on the website. 

 

 

Now to Easter Vigil - 
 

Easter Vigil is an Easter liturgy. We don’t believe that we can do justice to the Easter Vigil on video, so following 
scripture, wait with hope like the disciples did.  Todd will light a new fire from his own fire pit and leave the video 
of that fire running throughout the service. Then you take over and worship in your own home. You can do the 
whole service as one person or you can format parts to individuals within your home. 
 

 
Home Altar / New Fire something to burn (safely). This not burning something at your home Altar, but 
maybe a spot outside.   Begin outside.  We suggest 7:30 or 8pm because the sun sets at 7:41 this night.   

Don’t forget your bells! 
 

 
Easter Vigil 

Leader 
Beloved in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 
death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to linger 
in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord in which, by virtue of our 
baptism into his death, into the hope of his resurrection, we celebrate the New Life we 
have received by his Mercy, awaiting the time when we may gather again around your 
holy altar. 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, 
and grant that we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Darita will have an online version of the Exultet available before Saturday. Check your email for this beautiful 
offering.  

 

Exultet – everyone in your home says. 
Exult and sing! O shining angel choirs! 
Exult and dance, bright stars and blazing suns! 
The first born of creation, Jesus Christ, 
is risen in radiant splendor from the dead. 
Rejoice, O awesome night of our rebirth! 
Rejoice, O mother moon, that marks the months! 
For from your fullness comes, at last, the day 
when sin and death are robbed of all their power. 
Arise then, sleepers, Christ enlightens you! 
Arise from doubt and sadness, sin and death! 
With joyful hearts and spirits set aflame, 
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draw near to sing this Easter Candle’s praise! 
We lift our hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
We praise you, God, for all your works of light! 
We bless you for that burst of fire and flame 
through which you first created all that is. 
We bless you for the light invisible: 
the fire of faith, the Spirit’s grace and truth, 
that light, the source of life, that stirs the heart, 
and shines for ever on the face of Christ. 
This is the night, most blessed of all nights. 
You led your people through the foaming sea, 
in love you led them with a cloud by day 
and as a flaming shaft of fire by night. 
O night that gave us back what we had lost! 
O night that made our sin a happy fault! 
Beyond our deepest dreams this night, O God 
your hand reached out to raise us up in Christ! 
 

Leader 
Holy Father, accept our living sacrifice of this candle in your honor. May Christ, the light of the world, bring us 
healing. May Christ, your light in us, drive away darkness and fear. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no 
setting, find our faith ever burning, our love of mercy and justice ever afire – he who gives his light to all 
creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great 
fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that 
you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this 
not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be 
afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom 
you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." Then the 
Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and 
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." The angel of God who 
was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of 
them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the 
cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the 
sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, 
all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is 
fighting for them against Egypt." Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 
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water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord 
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the 
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked 
on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord 
saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the 
great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and 
in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the Lord, for 
he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 
 

The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God.  
 
The Gospel of Luke          Luke 24:1-12 
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes 
stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, 
while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the 
third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the 
eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not 
believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 
prayers? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God's help. 
Easter Prayer 
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Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only- begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by 
his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that 
we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

When we share our bread with one another again 
The Lamb of God will make us one.  
 

Share the Peace 
 

Ring your bells 
 

   Alleluia, Alleluia Christ is risen.  The Lord is Risen Indeed 
 

 

 
Easter Sunday morning 
 
8:15 AM We join the Washington National Cathedral webcast 
9:30 AM Post Facebook selfies and have a  Zoom chat with parishioners and 
clergy. 
 

We value Easter Sunday morning as one of the biggest festivals of our 
common life. Because it will be so difficult to manifest that joyful celebration in 
an empty church, we are asking you to go to the National Cathedral’s website 
(https://cathedral.org). 
 
We will join with worshipers from across the country to celebrate our unity and 
our solidarity in lessening this pandemic. Locally on Easter Sunday, we ask you 
to post pictures from your home, of your kids, of your dogs, of your socks to our 
Facebook page with the title of “Christ is risen”. We will also provide a zoom 
room for you to check in and tell each other happy Easter. 

 
 

Christ is Risen+ 
 

 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcathedral.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C019cb79fc89440e94b4308d7d0e64149%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637207559656672263&sdata=qUiKlWQR88D4XyQI03zu1TdM3pLC%2FscC%2BSesq%2BnsHng%3D&reserved=0

